LETTER  TO  S.  A.   BRELVI                                  301
municationi, are a negligible quantity except in the Gape. We
have, therefore, the naked truth before us that the Bill in ques-
tion is aimed merely at Indians and that it connotes not only segre-
gation but indirect expulsion. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu's visit to South
Africa and her inspiring presence there will undoubtedly steel the
hearts of the Indian settlers for further effort. Her presence is also
bringing Europeans and Indians on the same platform. Let India,
however, not be lulled into a sense of false security because of the
commanding presence of Mrs. Naidu in the midst of the sorely-
tried Indian settlers. After all, the cultured Europeans of South
Africa are gentlemen, and I have little doubt that Mrs. Naidu is
receiving all the attention that is due to her for her many and
matchless gifts, but the South African Europeans have also a fixed
and determined anti-Indian policy. General Smuts is a finished
diplomat. On due occasions he can speak honeyed words, but he
knows his mind, and let there be no mistake that unless India can
make an effort adequate to the situation, the Bill will be carried
through the Union Parliament in spite of Mrs. Naidu's resource-
fulness.
M. K. GANDHI
Young India, 27-3-1924
206.   LETTER TO S. A. BRELVI
POST ANDHERI,
March 23, 1924
DEAR MR.   BRELVI,
I thank you for your note.
That, in spite of the unanimous public opinion so emphatically
expressed demanding the removal of the ban against Mr. Horni-
man, the Government should remain adamant is to me an index
at once of our weakness and the Government's studied defiance of
public opinion so strongly and unanimously expressed as in Mr.
Horniman's case. Assuming for the sake of argument that we are
in error in demanding the removal of the ban, it is evident that the
Government will not leave us room even for making mistakes. The
only use, therefore, of our public meetings is to show Mr. Horni-
man that his services are not forgotten and that, if he has not re-
ceived the passport to return, it is not for want of will on our part
1 Vide "Anti-Indian Campaign in South Africa", 14-2-4924.